Part of building not approved

CODE OF PRACTICE

for general environmental duty
HIRST MECHANICAL, Spoonbill Street, Longreach
This Code of Practice has been prepared using the key principals of the “Code of Practice for Motor
Vehicle Workshop Operations”, designed to comply with the Environmental Protection Act 1994

Performance outcome 1: There is no discharge to land or water of contaminants that
may harm the environment or create a nuisance from the operation of the activity.
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chemicals and other liquids (fuels, solvents, oils, batteries and coolants) are kept in an
impervious containment system, and managed to prevent the release of contaminants to
waters or land. The containment may take the form of fixed bunding, self bunding pallets or
double skinned containers.
Chemicals and other liquids are stored and used undercover.
Bunds are sized to hold the contents of the largest container stored inside the bund, plus 10%
of its volume.
Repairs in the workshop are undertaken on a sealed surface drained to an oil/water separator
or a tank for collection by a licensed waste contractor.
Any liquids collected in the bunded areas will be treated in an oil/water separator or collected
by a licensed waste contractor.
When applicable, drip trays are used under vehicles to catch spent oil, solvents or detergents.
All storage containers and transfer equipment will be checked regularly to detect leakage.
Spill kits and personal protective equipment are kept in clearly identified locations. Staff are
trained so they know how to use it.
Clean stormwater is diverted away from areas that could potentially be contaminated.
The wash bay is either connected to the sewer under a trade waste agreement or fitted with a
water treatment and recycling system or stored and collected by a licensed waste transporter.
The oil separator is serviced regularly and a log is kept of services.
Any drains on the site that are connected to the stormwater system will be clearly marked.
This will ensure everyone is aware that ‘the stormwater drain is just for rain’.

Performance outcome 2: There is no discharge to air of contaminants that may harm
the environment or create a nuisance from the operation of the activity.
Hirst Mechanical will not undertake powder coating or the like. The only chance of air contaminants
will come from dust.
•
•

Potential for dust from the driveways is minimised by keeping the compacted gravel surface
in good condition.
Workshop floors are cleaned regularly to keep dust levels to a minimum. Floors are not
cleaned by blowing with compressed air

Performance outcome 3: Noise nuisance is prevented or minimised at noise sensitive
places.
All of the adjoining land on Spoonbill Street, is in the Industry zone. Despite this, there are two
residential dwellings located on the opposite side of Spoonbill Street, approximately 55m and 70m
from the closest point of the workshop. Spoonbill Street is a heavy vehicle route, and these houses are
already subjected to noise, light and vibration impacts. It is not possible that sounds from the
workshop would exceed the noise levels, light spill and vibrations that already occur.
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The mechanical shed is setback 15m from the road frontage, which will be landscaped with
screening vegetation and grasses.
All vehicles will enter the building from the rear, minimising noise along the frontage.
The workshop minimises noise at noise sensitive places in the evening, night and early
morning.
All workshop activities are conducted indoors, within the building, away from noise sensitive
land uses.
Noise and vibrations from mechanical equipment are reduced, where possible, by:
o mounting on rubber mats
o increasing mass weight of equipment.

Performance outcome 4: Waste production and disposal must be minimised and
waste must be managed so it does not harm the environment or create a nuisance
from the operation of the activity.
•
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All waste materials will be reused, recycled or taken to a waste disposal facility that can
lawfully receive them.
All recyclable wastes will be segregated for collection by waste recyclers, contractors or lawful
disposal.
Waste tyres are collected for recycling where available.
Waste batteries are stored and collected by Battery Man as required.
Parts are cleaned in a ‘parts washer tub’. The used washing liquid is stored with the waste oil.
In the event of an oil spill in the workshop, it is cleaned up with a flat shovel and added to the
waste oil storage. Remnants of the spill are cleaned with rags and solvent. Used solvent is
stored with the waste oil.
Workshop floors are cleaned regularly. All residue from floor cleaning is directed to the wash
bay drain, which is then directed to the oil separator.
Metals, such as lead, copper and steel, are stored in a secure container for collection by a
metal recycler.
There will be no burning of waste.
Regulated wastes are separated and removed by a licensed waste transporter. Regulated
wastes include, but are not limited to: coolant, waste oil, caustic solvents, brake fluid, fuel,
workshop sweepings, spill products, oil filters, spent abrasive material, and containers
contaminated with chemicals.
Waste containers are clearly labelled and located in easy access areas to encourage use.
Records for the removal and disposal of all types of waste will be kept.
Only dry, solid wastes will be placed in the Council collection waste bin.
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