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1 Opening of Meeting and Acknowledgment of Country

The Mayor declared the meeting open at 9:01am.

"We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which we meet today, and we pay 
our respects to their elders past and present." 

Present
Councillors
Mayor Cr AC Rayner
Deputy Mayor Cr LJ Nunn

Cr DJ Bignell
Cr AJ Emslie
Cr NA Gay
Cr TM Hatch
Cr AR Watts

Officers
Chief Executive Officer Brett Walsh
Chief Financial Officer David Wilson
Director of Communities Tanya Johnson
Director of Works André Pretorius
Manager of Human Resources, Safety and 
Wellness

Grace Cronin-Jones

Manager of Governance and Economy Simon Kuttner
Executive Assistant to CEO, Mayor and 
Councillors

Elizabeth Neal

Apologies
Nil

2 Prayer
Kathy Weller, of the Salvation Army, opened the meeting with a prayer.

3 Condolences
The meeting paid its respects and observed a minutes silence to mark the passing of 
community members Mark Jones, Lennard Cash, and Chris Gimblett.

4 Leave of Absence

5 Declaration of any Prescribed / Declarable Conflicts of 
Interest by Councillors
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Cr Watts declared a prescribed conflict of interest in Item 13.8 Regional Arts Development 
Fund (RADF) Advisory Committee Meeting and Recommendations. The nature of the 
conflict is that Cr Watts is employed by one of the applicants. Cr Watts will leave the 
meeting for the discussion and subsequent vote on the item.

Cr Hatch declared a declarable conflict of interest in Item 13.5 Sponsorship - Ilfracombe 
Picnic Race Club. The nature of the conflict is that Cr Hatch is a member of the club. Cr 
Hatch will leave the meeting for the discussion and subsequent vote on the item.

Cr Hatch declared a prescribed conflict of interest in Item 16.1 Proposed sale of Lot 2 on 
SP159868. The nature of the conflict is that Cr Hatch has a potential commercial interest in 
the outcome of any proposed sale of this lot. Cr Hatch will leave the meeting for the 
discussion and subsequent vote on the item.

Cr Emslie declared a declarable conflict of interest in Item 13.8 Regional Arts Development 
Fund (RADF) Advisory Committee Meeting and Recommendations. The nature of the 
conflict is that one of the programs considered for funding will have components that are 
delivered at Cr Emslie’s place of employment. Cr Emslie will leave the meeting for the 
discussion and subsequent vote on the item.

6 Confirmation of Minutes
6.1 Confirmation of Minutes

6.1   Confirmation of Minutes

Res-2025-06-183
Moved: Cr Tracy Hatch | Seconded: Cr Tony Emslie
That Council confirm the Minutes dated 15 May 2025 as a true and accurate record of the 
meeting.

CARRIED 5 / 0

Attendance
Grace Nakamura entered the meeting at 09:31 am.

7 Mayoral Report
7.1 Mayoral Report

7.1   Mayoral Report

Res-2025-06-133
Moved: Cr Nikki Gay | Seconded: Cr Tony Emslie
That Council receives the Mayoral Report, as presented.

CARRIED 7 / 0

8 Notices of Motion
None received at time of agenda preparation.
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9 Petitions
None received at time of agenda preparation.

10 Deputations
None received at time of agenda preparation.

11 Chief Executive Officer’s Report
11.1 Councillor Information Correspondence

11.1   Councillor Information Correspondence

From the Chief Executive Officer, tabling a list of significant and relevant correspondence 
for Councillors and public information.

Res-2025-06-132
Moved: Cr Leonie Nunn | Seconded: Cr Nikki Gay
That Council receives the Councillor Information Correspondence Report, as presented.

CARRIED 7 / 0

11.2 2025 LGAQ Annual Conference Motion

11.2   2025 LGAQ Annual Conference Motion

Consideration of submitting an item to the Local Government Association of Queensland  
for consideration at the 2025 LGAQ Annual Conference scheduled for October 2025. 

Res-2025-06-134
Moved: Cr Nikki Gay | Seconded: Cr Tony Emslie
That Council considers any proposed Notices of Motion for the 2025 LGAQ Annual 
Conference at the July Council meeting. 

CARRIED 7 / 0

11.3 LRC Organisational Corporate Structure

11.3   LRC Organisational Corporate Structure

Consideration of Longreach Regional Council amended Corporate Organisational Structure 
to take effect from 1 July 2025.

Res-2025-06-135
Moved: Cr Tracy Hatch | Seconded: Cr Leonie Nunn
That Council, pursuant to Chapter 6, Division 2, Section 196 (1) of the Local Government Act 
2009, adopts the Organisational Structure, as presented.

CARRIED 6 / 1
Cr Emslie asked that his vote against be minuted.

11.4 2025-26 Annual Operational Plan (AOP)
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11.4   2025-26 Annual Operational Plan (AOP)

Consideration of the Longreach Regional Council 2025-26 Annual Operational Plan, which 
is presented for adoption.

Res-2025-06-136
Moved: Cr Tracy Hatch | Seconded: Cr Andrew Watts
That Council, pursuant to section 174(1) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, adopts 
the Longreach Regional Council 2025-26 Annual Operational Plan, as presented and 
amended.

CARRIED 7 / 0

Attendance
Grace Nakamura left the meeting at 10:37am.

The meeting adjourned for Morning Tea at 10:37am, and resumed at 11:07am with all those 
present prior to the adjournment in attendance.
11.5 Council Meeting Date Change Request - August 2025

11.5   Council Meeting Date Change Request - August 2025

Consideration to change the Council Ordinary Meeting date in August 2025 currently 
scheduled for Thursday 21 August 2025.

Res-2025-06-137
Moved: Cr Leonie Nunn | Seconded: Cr Nikki Gay
That Council changes the Ordinary Council Meeting scheduled on Thursday 21 August 2025 
to Thursday 14 August 2025. 

CARRIED 7 / 0

11.6 SES Controller - Honorarium Payment Consideration 2025 - 2026

11.6   SES Controller - Honorarium Payment Consideration 2025 - 
2026

Consideration to provide the Local SES Controller with an honorarium payment for their 
volunteer services for financial year 2025/2026.

Res-2025-06-138
Moved: Cr Andrew Watts | Seconded: Cr Leonie Nunn
That Council endorses an honorarium payment of $6,000 for the 2025/26 financial year for 
the Local SES Controller.

CARRIED 7 / 0

11.7 Small Business Friendly Grant - Round 2

11.7   Small Business Friendly Grant - Round 2
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Consideration of funding applications under the Small Business Friendly Grant Program 
Round 2 – Strategic Consulting.

Res-2025-06-139
Moved: Cr Nikki Gay | Seconded: Cr Leonie Nunn
That Council approves the following allocation of funds from the Small Business Friendly 
Grant Program, pursuant to the Small Business Friendly Grant Policy No. 11.11, as described in 
the below table:

Applicant Funding allocated
Mother Earth Massage $1,000.00
Mitchell Grass Retreat $2,000.00

CARRIED 7 / 0

11.8 Development Permit for Material Change of Use - Ground Reference Station Facility - Airport

11.8   Development Permit for Material Change of Use - Ground 
Reference Station Facility - Airport

Consideration of Development Permit for Material Change of Use – Ground Reference 
Station Facility - Airport

Res-2025-06-140
Moved: Cr Tracy Hatch | Seconded: Cr Tony Emslie
That Council approves the development application for a Development Permit for Material 
Change of Use for a Telecommunications Facility over land at Landsborough Highway, 
Longreach, formally described as Lot 59 and 161 on PD158, subject to the following 
conditions: 
 
1.0 PARAMETERS OF APPROVAL

 
1.6 The Developer is responsible for ensuring compliance with this development 

approval and the conditions of the approval by an employee, agent, contractor or 
invitee of the Developer at all times unless otherwise stated. 
 

2.6 Where these conditions refer to “Council” in relation to requiring Council to approve 
or be satisfied as to any matter, or conferring on the Council a function, power or 
discretion, that role of the Council may be fulfilled in whole or in part by a delegate 
appointed for that purpose by Council.
 

3.6 The cost of all works associated with the development and construction of the 
development including services, facilities and/or public utility alterations required are 
met at no cost to the Council or relevant utility provider, unless otherwise stated in a 
development condition.
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4.6 The developer is required to have repaired any damage to existing infrastructure that 
may have occurred during any works carried out associated with the development. 
To the extent the damage is deemed by Council to create a hazard to the community, 
it must be repaired immediately. 
 

5.6 All development conditions contained in this development approval about 
infrastructure under Chapter 4 of the Planning Act 2016 (the Act), should be read as 
being non-trunk infrastructure conditioned under section 145 of the Act, unless 
otherwise stated. 
 

6.6 All conditions, works, or requirements of this development approval must be 
undertaken and completed prior to commencement of the use and to Council’s 
satisfaction, and to be maintained at all times thereafter, unless otherwise stated. 

 

APPROVED PLANS AND DOCUMENTS 

 
2.1 The approved development must be completed and maintained generally in 

accordance with the approved plans and documents, except where amended by the 
conditions of this approval:

 
Plan/Document Name Plan/Document Number Revisio

n
Date

Site Plan Proposed S2-3A - Dec 2024
Site Enlargement Plan SE1-3A - Dec 2024
Elevation Plan West Elevation  E1-3A - Dec 2024
Elevation Plan South Elevation  E1-3B - Dec 2024
Elevation Plan GRS Antenna 
Detail 

E1-3C - Dec 2024

Elevation Plan GRS Antenna 
Detail

E1-3D - Dec 2024

Elevation Plan Isometric View E1-3E - Dec 2024
 
2.2 Where there is any conflict between the conditions of this approval and the details 

shown on the approved plans and documents, the conditions of approval prevail.
 
3.0 VEHICLE ACCESS AND PARKING
 
1.2 Appropriate access is to be provided to the site for construction and maintenance 

purposes.   
 

2.2 Design, construct and maintain all access works generally in accordance with the 
requirements included in SC5.1 Planning Scheme Policy No. 1 – Works Planning 
Scheme Policy contained within the Longreach Regional Planning Scheme 2015 
(version 3). 
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4.0 ROOF AND ALLOTMENT DRAINAGE WORKS 
 
4.1 Discharge all roof and allotment drainage such that it does not restrict, impair or 

change the natural flow of runoff water or cause a nuisance to adjoining properties 
or infrastructure from the pre- to the post-development condition. 

 
4.2 All stormwater must drain to a demonstrated lawful point of discharge and must not 

adversely affect adjoining land or infrastructure in comparison to the pre-
development condition by way of blocking, altering or diverting existing stormwater 
runoff patterns or have the potential to cause damage to other infrastructure.

 
5.0      ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

 
5.1  Undertake the approved development so there is no environmental nuisance or 

detrimental effect on any surrounding land uses and activities by reason of the 
emission of noise, odour, wastewater, waste products, dust or otherwise. 

 
5.2 Maintain outdoor lighting to comply with AS4282 – “Control of Obstructive Effects 

of Outdoor Lighting”. All lighting is to be provided to ensure it does not impact airport 
operations. 

 
5.3 All waste storage areas must be kept in a clean, tidy condition, and must be screened 

from view. Sufficient waste containers and services are to be provided to cater for 
the containment and removal of all waste generated on the site. 

 
6.0 SERVICES 
 
6.1 Electricity and telecommunication services must be provided to the premises in 

accordance with the standards and requirements of the relevant service provider.  
 
 
 
7.0      EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL 

 
7.1 Implement and maintain an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (ESCP) on-site for 

the duration of the works, and until such time as all exposed soil areas are 
permanently stabilised (for example, turfed, hydro mulched, concreted, and 
landscaped). The ESCP must be available on-site for inspection by Council Officers 
during the works.

 
7.2 The Erosion and Sediment Control Plan must be prepared in accordance with the 

Best Practice Erosion and Sediment Control document from the International 
Erosion Control Association, as updated from time to time. 
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7.3 Where any component of the works is to be undertaken during the wet season 
(October to May), the Erosion and Sediment Control Plan must be submitted to 
Council for approval, prior to commencement of the works. 
 
Advisory note: Schedule 5.1.2.5 of the Longreach Regional Council Planning 
Scheme (v2.1) references the Director of Infrastructure Services to undertake the 
assessment of the ESCP.  

 
8.0 CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 
 
8.1 Construction activity and noise must be limited during earthworks and construction 

of the approved development to the hours of 06:30 to 18:30 Monday to Saturday, 
with no work to occur on Sundays or public holidays. 

 
8.2 The construction of any works must be undertaken in accordance with good 

engineering practice and workmanship and generally in accordance with the relevant 
provisions of Planning Scheme Policy No. 1 – Works Planning Scheme Policy under 
Schedule 5 of the Longreach Regional Planning Scheme 2015 (v3).

 
8.3 All construction materials, waste, waste skips, machinery and contractors’ vehicles 

must be located and stored or parked within the development site, unless otherwise 
approved in writing by Council.  
 

 
9.0 ASSET MANAGEMENT 
 
9.1 Any alteration necessary to electricity, telephone, water mains, sewerage mains 

and/or public utility installations resulting from the development or in connection 
with the development, must be undertaken and completed at no cost to Council. 

 
 
ADVISORY NOTES 
 
1. Prior to commencing any construction activities, the applicant/developer may be 

required to obtain further development permits for operational work (for example, 
for the relocation of the sewer line if this is required), building work, and plumbing 
and drainage work, as required under relevant legislation for this work. 

2. This approval does not negate the requirement for compliance with all other relevant 
Local Laws and other statutory requirements. Any provisions contained in this 
approval relating to the enforcement of any of the conditions shall be in addition to 
all other rights, powers and privileges that the Council may possess or obtain, and 
nothing contained in these conditions shall be construed so as to prejudice, affect or 
otherwise derogate or limit these rights, powers and privileges of the Council. 

3. Compliance must be achieved with any relevant Civil Aviation Safety Authority 
requirements. The development and operation of the use must not conflict with or 
adversely impact the operational requirements of the Longreach Airport. 
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4. General environmental duty under the Environmental Protection Act 1994 prohibits 
unlawful environmental nuisance caused by noise, aerosols, particles, dust, ash, 
fumes, light, odour or smoke beyond the boundaries of the development site during 
all stages of the development including earthworks, construction and operation.

5. This development approval does not authorise any activity that may harm Aboriginal 
cultural heritage. It is advised that under section 23 of the Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage Act 2003, a person who carries out an activity must take all reasonable and 
practicable measures to ensure the activity does not harm Aboriginal cultural 
heritage (the “cultural heritage duty of care”).

CARRIED 7 / 0

11.9 Monthly Workplace Health and Safety Report

11.9   Monthly Workplace Health and Safety Report

This report provides a summary of Council’s health and safety performance as at 
6 June 2025, highlighting issues, risks and opportunities impacting on employee health and 
safety in the workplace.

Res-2025-06-141
Moved: Cr Dale Bignell | Seconded: Cr Leonie Nunn
That Council receives the Workplace Health and Safety update as of 6 June 2025 , as 
presented.

CARRIED 7 / 0

11.10 Information Report - Planning and Development Report

11.10   Information Report - Planning and Development Report

This report provides an update on Development Services that have occurred during the 
month of May.

Res-2025-06-142
Moved: Cr Leonie Nunn | Seconded: Cr Nikki Gay
That Council receives the Planning and Development information report, as presented.

CARRIED 7 / 0

11.11 Information Report - Governance

11.11   Information Report - Governance

This report provides an update on a range of activities that have occurred over the previous 
month for the Governance Directorate.

Res-2025-06-143
Moved: Cr Leonie Nunn | Seconded: Cr Tony Emslie
That Council receives the Governance Information Report, as presented.

CARRIED 7 / 0
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The meeting adjourned for lunch at 12:31pm, and resumed at 1:20pm with all those present 
prior to the adjournment in attendance.
11.12 Chief Executive Officer's Council Report

11.12   Chief Executive Officer's Council Report

This report provides an update on the activities that have occurred over the previous 
month for the Chief Executive Officer.

Attendance
Cr Tracy Hatch left the meeting at 1:47 pm.

Res-2025-06-144
Moved: Cr Dale Bignell | Seconded: Cr Tony Emslie
That Council receives the Chief Executive Officer’s Council report, as presented.

CARRIED 6 / 0

12 Finance Report
12.1 2026 Budget - Revenue Policy

12.1   2026 Budget - Revenue Policy

Adoption of the 2025/26 Revenue Policy.

Res-2025-06-145
Moved: Cr Dale Bignell | Seconded: Cr Nikki Gay
That Council pursuant to section 169(2)(c) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, 
adopts the 2025/26 Revenue Policy.

CARRIED 6 / 0

12.2 2026 Budget - Investment Policy

12.2   2026 Budget - Investment Policy

Adoption of the 2025/26 Investment Policy.

Res-2025-06-146
Moved: Cr Tony Emslie | Seconded: Cr Leonie Nunn
That Council, pursuant to section 191 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, adopts the 
2025/26 Investment Policy.

CARRIED 6 / 0

12.3 2026 Budget - Debt Policy

12.3   2026 Budget - Debt Policy
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Adoption of the 2025/26 Debt Policy.

Res-2025-06-147
Moved: Cr Nikki Gay | Seconded: Cr Tony Emslie
That Council, pursuant to section 192 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, adopts the 
Debt Policy 2025/26.

CARRIED 6 / 0

12.4 2026 Budget - Debt Recovery Policy

12.4   2026 Budget - Debt Recovery Policy

Adoption of the 2025/26 Debt Recovery Policy.

Res-2025-06-148
Moved: Cr Andrew Watts | Seconded: Cr Leonie Nunn
That Council adopts the 2025/26 Debt Recovery Policy as presented.

CARRIED 6 / 0

12.5 2026 Budget - Differential General Rates and Levies

12.5   2026 Budget - Differential General Rates and Levies

Adoption of 2025/26 Differential General Rates and Levies.

Res-2025-06-149
Moved: Cr Tony Emslie | Seconded: Cr Andrew Watts
That Council, pursuant to section 77, 80, and 81 of the Local Government Regulation 2012: 

1) Creates the differential general rating categories of rateable land, and descriptions 
for each of those categories for the financial year ending 30 June 2026 as detailed 
in the table below, and 

2) Levies differential general rates for the financial year ending 30 June 2026 as 
detailed in the table below, and

3) Applies a minimum general rate for each rateable land assessment within each rating 
category for the financial year ending 30 June 2026 as detailed in the table below, 
and 

4) Delegates to the Chief Executive Officer the power to identify the rating category to 
which each parcel of rateable land belongs.
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CARRIED 6 / 0

12.6 2026 Budget - Water Utility Charges

12.6   2026 Budget - Water Utility Charges

Adoption of 2025/26 Water Utility Charges.

Res-2025-06-150
Moved: Cr Nikki Gay | Seconded: Cr Dale Bignell
That Council, pursuant to sections 99 and 101 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, 
levies water charges, including water allocations, for the financial year ending 30 June 2026 
as follows:
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Water charges will be set to recover all of the costs associated with the provision of water 
services by Council in the 2025/26 financial year. These costs include loan interest, 
depreciation, the cost of ongoing maintenance and operation of the system including 
treatment plant operations and the provision of infrastructure.

The charge for the provision of water includes a water consumption allocation for the 
financial year.  In the case of land not connected to the Council's water supply but capable of 
being connected, a vacant water charge is applied to contribute toward the cost of the water 
supply infrastructure. 

Where an assessment consumes water above the allocated amount, it will be charged for 
excess water usage.  The first 500 kilolitres in excess of the allocation will be charged a rate 
of $1.35 and every kilolitre thereafter being charged at a rate of $2.70 per kilolitre.  
Council will read meters as at 30 June each year. Pursuant to section 102(2) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, a water meter is taken to have been read during the period 
that starts 2 weeks before, and ends 2 weeks after, the day on which the meter is actually 
read. If a water meter fails or registers inaccurately, the quantity of water used may be 
estimated by the Chief Executive Officer using the consumption for the same period in the 
prior year and having regard for climatic conditions.

The fixed water charges are shown in the following tables:
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Other water charges
Where land is used for a purpose for which no charge is specified herein, the Council or the 
Chief Executive Officer by delegation may decide the applicable number of units and annual 
allowance.  Notwithstanding the charges specified above, the Council may, by resolution 
approve a lesser charge where it considers such lesser charge is justified.

Where a service is provided for part of a year, a pro-rata charge shall be levied.

Bulk Water Utility Charges - Longreach
A charge is to be levied for the provision of bulk water for certain identified properties which 
will be charged at a rate per kilolitre for all water supplied and measured by a water meter.  
The identified properties will be billed on a quarterly basis.
The assessments to be levied for the provision of bulk water are shown in the following table:

 

Untreated Water Users - Ilfracombe
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Separate to the table above, Untreated Water Users in Ilfracombe will be charged at a rate of 
$1.80 per kilolitre.

CARRIED 6 / 0

12.7 2026 Budget - Sewerage Utility Charges

12.7   2026 Budget - Sewerage Utility Charges

Adoption of 2025/26 Sewerage Utility Charges.

Res-2025-06-151
Moved: Cr Dale Bignell | Seconded: Cr Tony Emslie
That Council, pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 and section 99 of 
the Local Government Regulation 2012, adopts the following sewerage charges for the 
financial year ending 30 June 2026:

Sewerage charges will be set to recover all of the costs associated with the provision of 
sewerage services by Council in the 2025/26 financial year. These costs include loan 
interest, depreciation, the cost of ongoing maintenance and operation of the system 
including treatment plant operations and the provision of infrastructure.

This charge will be levied irrespective of whether the premises are unoccupied and/or for any 
period during the year.

Council provides a sewerage network in the town of Longreach, and Common Effluent 
Drainage (CED) networks in the towns of Ilfracombe and Isisford. The sewerage charges are 
shown in the following table.

 

CARRIED 6 / 0

12.8 2026 Budget - Waste Management Utility Charges

12.8   2026 Budget - Waste Management Utility Charges
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Adoption of the 2025/26 Waste Management Utility Charges.

Res-2025-06-152
Moved: Cr Leonie Nunn | Seconded: Cr Nikki Gay
That Council, pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 and section 99 of 
the Local Government Regulation 2012, adopts the waste management utility charges and 
landfill access utility charges, for the supply of waste management services for the financial 
year ending 30 June 2026, as follows:

Council make and levy waste management utility charges, for the supply of waste 
management services by the Council, as follows: 

Application of waste collection charges

Charges for new waste services will commence upon a premises being considered to be able 
to be occupied1 and the delivery of the 240 litre bin to the premises by Council.

This charge will be levied irrespective of whether the occupier avails themselves to the service 
and irrespective to whether the premises are unoccupied and/or for any period during the 
year.

If a property has one or more residential structures or units capable of separate occupation, 
the relevant waste collection charges will be levied for each structure or unit (including flats, 
studios, cabins, dwellings and secondary dwellings).

If there is more than one commercial operator on land capable of separate occupation, the 
owner will be charged the appropriate fee according to the quantity of collections provided.

If a collection service is cancelled, charges will not be levied in the next period. If a 240 litre 
bin is returned to Council in a damaged state that is not due to normal wear and tear, the 
ratepayer will be charged the bin repair and replacement fee identified in Council’s schedule 
of fees and charges. 
1 Occupied means land that has located on it, a building or structure greater than 25m², or 
which is used for commercial purposes (i.e., agistment, heavy vehicle parking, and commercial 
cultivation)

Landfill Access Charge (s 94 Local Government Act 2009)

Council will make and levy a utility charge (to be known as the ‘Landfill Access Charge) in the 
sum of $148.00 per assessment per annum (or $74.00 per half-year), to be levied equally on 
all land in the region. Landfill Access Charges are collected and used for the purpose of 
covering the cost of supplying landfill management facilities and a landfill management 
service. The charges are set to recover landfill management costs including: • Waste service 
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administration • Waste facilities – construction, operation, consolidation, rationalisation and 
improvements • Waste minimisation and reduction education • Post closure rehabilitation of 
waste facilities and landfill sites.

CARRIED 6 / 0

12.9 2026 Budget - Special Charge - Control of Pest Animals

12.9   2026 Budget - Special Charge - Control of Pest Animals

Making and levying the Special Charge – Pest Control Services.

Res-2025-06-153
Moved: Cr Dale Bignell | Seconded: Cr Nikki Gay
That Council pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009, Council will make 
and levy a special charge for the provision of pest control services through coordinated baiting 
programs to assist with the control of wild dogs and wild pigs on rural land as follows:

1. The rateable land to which the special charge applies is all rural land within the 
Longreach Regional Council area with an area greater than 25 hectares.

2. The service, facility or activity for which the special charge is made is the provision of 
a coordinated baiting program to assist with the control of wild dogs and wild pigs on 
rural land for the financial year ending 30 June 2026.

3. The occupier of the land to be levied with the special charge will specially benefit from 
the pest control services as the control of wild dogs and wild pigs on the properties 
improves the viability of and benefits from the land for the occupier.

4. The estimated cost of Council implementing the Overall Plan is $194,000 of which the 
sum of $188,324 will be funded by this special charge.

5. The estimated time for implementing the Overall Plan is 12 months ending on 30 June 
2026.

6. The special charge shall apply to each of the designated assessments listed in the table 
below at an annual charge of 5.13 cents per hectare for the financial year ending 30 
June 2026.

7. If, after the date of Council’s budget meeting, a reconfiguration of any of the rateable 
assessments into one or more rateable assessments occurs:

(1) The gross amount to be levied on the rateable assessment or assessments 
created by the reconfiguration, from the date of registration of the reconfiguration, is 
the amount specified in this resolution; and

(2) If more than one rateable assessment is created by the reconfiguration, the 
gross amount must be apportioned to all of those rateable assessments, proportionate 
to the area the new rateable assessment bears to its parent parcel.

Example: If Assessment A at the time of Council’s budget meeting has an area of 1000 
hectares, but is subsequently reconfigured into 3 lots having areas of 350, 450 and 200 
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hectares, the special charge will be divided across the 3 lots in the proportions of 35%, 45% 
and 20%, respectively.   

 
The amount of the special charge per assessment is:

CARRIED 6 / 0

12.10 2026 Budget - Special Charge - Longreach Wild Dog Exclusion Fencing Scheme

12.10   2026 Budget - Special Charge - Longreach Wild Dog 
Exclusion Fencing Scheme

Adoption of the 2025/26 Special Charge – Longreach Wild Dog Exclusion Fencing Scheme.

Res-2025-06-154
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Moved: Cr Tony Emslie | Seconded: Cr Nikki Gay
That Council, pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 and the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, makes and levies a special charge for the provision of the 
Longreach Wild Dog Exclusion Fence Scheme on certain rural properties in accordance with 
the Overall Plan. 

The Overall Plan for the Longreach Wild Dog Exclusion Fencing Scheme Special Charge was 
adopted by Council at its 21 July 2016 Budget Meeting and amended at subsequent Budget 
Meetings. Council now amends the Overall Plan to read as follows: 

• The service, facility or activity is the borrowing of funds to implement the project, purchase 
materials and construct exclusion fencing that controls pest animals for the identified 
rateable land to which the special charge will apply. 
• The Scheme is intended to be cost neutral to Council. It does not involve a loan 
arrangement with landowners but is implemented through the exercise of Council’s statutory 
powers under the Local Government Act 2009 and the Local Government Regulations 
2012. 
• Council has borrowed funds from the Queensland Treasury Corporation (QTC) to fund the 
Scheme. 
• The rateable land which has been identified in the Overall Plan (or its occupier) specially 
benefits from the service, facility or activity funded by the special charge because the 
provision of the exclusion fencing empowers a landholder or group of landholders to develop 
an integrated property pest management plan involving baiting, trapping and shooting to 
control pest animals and improve the economic viability of this land for grazing purposes. 
The rateable land to which the special charge will apply are the properties listed in the table 
below. 
• The amount of Special Charge will differ for each parcel of identified rateable land 
according to the level of benefit that the property receives from the provision of the 
exclusion fencing. The level of benefit for each property will be determined according to the 
total costs associated with Council’s borrowing from QTC, the purchase of materials and 
construction of fencing. Special Charges will be levied and paid over 20 years for each of the 
parcels of identified rateable land from the commencement of the arrangement with each 
property. 
• The Total Cost for each parcel of rateable land to determine the amount of Special Charge 
under the Scheme will be calculated as follows: 
o the net cost of materials and construction paid by Council; plus 
o the notional interest on the net cost of materials and construction paid by Council for the 
first two-year period where no Special Charges will be levied for a parcel of identified 
rateable land; plus 
o the QTC Administration fee; plus 
o Council’s 2% Administration fee which will be calculated on the sum of costs noted above 
(Total Cost) 
• Special Charges will then be levied by Council as follows: 
o For years one and two of the Scheme that applies to an individual parcel of the identified 
rateable land, Special Charges will not be levied; 
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o For years three to five of the Scheme that applies to an individual parcel of the identified 
rateable land, Special Charges will be levied to cover notional interest only on the Total Cost 
of the Scheme for that property; and 
o For years six to twenty of the Scheme that applies to an individual parcel of the identified 
rateable land, Special Charges will be levied to cover repayment of the Total Cost of the 
Scheme for that property and notional interest on outstanding amounts for the remaining 
term. 
• The estimated cost of carrying out the overall plan is $17.8 million. This figure includes all of 
the costs associated with the installation of the exclusion fencing, administrative costs, and 
interest and fees charged on the Total Cost for each parcel of identified rateable land. 
• The estimated time for carrying out the Overall Plan is 22 years, with the Overall Plan 
commencing on 1 July 2016 and concluding on 30 June 2038. The first fence construction 
on a parcel of identified rateable land commenced in 2017 and the final Special Charge for 
the Overall Plan will be levied by Council in 2038; 
• The annual implementation plan for this special charge for the 2025/2026 financial year is 
the levying of the special charges as per the table below, for the purposes of making ongoing 
repayments to QTC of funds previously borrowed. 
• Council will not accept any lump sum payments in settlement of amounts to be paid under 
the Scheme. Because the Scheme does not involve a loan arrangement, early repayment is 
not possible and will not be permitted by Council. No early payment discounts apply to 
payments of Special Charges. 
• If a reconfiguration of any of the rateable assessments that are part of the Longreach Wild 
Dog Exclusion Fence Scheme, into one or more rateable assessments, occurs after the 
special charge has been determined for the financial year, a concession, granted pursuant to 
sections 120(1)(c) and 122(1)(b) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 will be applied to 
the landowner as follows: 

1. Council will obtain information from the original applications to the LWDEFS to 
determine the total length and cost per metre of the fencing on each original 
rateable assessment on commencement of the scheme. 

2. By reference to mapping data, Council will measure the distance of the fencing on 
the new rateable assessments to apportion the costs of the scheme between each 
new assessment. 

3. Council will provide a concession to each of the new rateable assessments by 
deducting a concession amount from the gross amount of the special charge so that 
the net result of the concession is that the landowner will only pay a special charge 
equivalent to the amount calculated in 1 and 2 above.

The amount of the special charge for each assessment for the financial year ending 30 June 
2026 is as follows:
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CARRIED 6 / 0

12.11 2026 Budget - Levy and Payment

12.11   2026 Budget - Levy and Payment

Consideration of the proposed setting of the dates when rates and charges will be levied 
and when they are payable for the 2026 financial year.

Res-2025-06-155
Moved: Cr Leonie Nunn | Seconded: Cr Andrew Watts
That Council:

1) pursuant to section 107 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 and section 114 of 
the Fire and Emergency Services Act 1990, issues rate notices as follows
a) Rate notices for all rates and charges, excluding Bulk Water, shall be issued on a 

half-yearly basis
i) for 1 July 2025 to 31 December 2025 -  in August/September 2025; and 
ii) for 1 January 2026 to 30 June 2026 - in February/March 2026.

b) Bulk Water rate notices will be issued quarterly
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2) pursuant to section 118 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, sets the date by 
which rates and charges must be paid, as 30 clear days from the date of the issue of 
the rate notice.

CARRIED 6 / 0

12.12 2026 Budget - Discounts

12.12   2026 Budget - Discounts

Consideration of discount allowed for payment of rates and charges by the due date for the 
2026 financial year.

Res-2025-06-156
Moved: Cr Dale Bignell | Seconded: Cr Nikki Gay
That Council, pursuant to section 130 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, allows a 
discount of 10 percent on gross rates and charges for the financial year ending 30 June 
2026, excluding any charge specifically excluded from the discount entitlement, provided 
payment of the full amount outstanding, including any overdue rates and interest to the date 
of payment, less any discount entitlement, is paid by the due date on the original rates 
notice. 

Charges excluded from discount entitlement are: 
•  Bulk water consumption charges 
• Excess water consumption charges 
• Emergency Services Levy

CARRIED 6 / 0

12.13 2026 Budget - Rating Concessions

12.13   2026 Budget - Rating Concessions

Consideration of proposed granting of a rating concession for pensioners for the 2026 
financial year

Res-2025-06-157
Moved: Cr Tony Emslie | Seconded: Cr Andrew Watts
That Council, pursuant to sections 120 and 122 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, 
grants a concession to pensioner ratepayers, for the year ending 30 June 2026, as follows: 
Council offers a subsidy of 39.5%, to a maximum of $950, on all rates levied in respect of the 
property owned and occupied by a pensioner as their principal place of residence, excluding 
special rates and charges, water consumption charges and the Emergency Services Levy. 

A pensioner is a person who holds a Centrelink Pensioner Concession Card or a Veterans 
Affairs Repatriation Health Card.

CARRIED 6 / 0

12.14 2026 Budget - Interest
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12.14   2026 Budget - Interest

Consideration of proposed interest charge on overdue rates or charges for the 2026 
financial year.

Res-2025-06-158
Moved: Cr Leonie Nunn | Seconded: Cr Dale Bignell
That Council, pursuant to section 133 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, for the 
financial year ending 30 June 2026:

1) Applies an interest rate of 12.12% per annum (compounding daily) on overdue rates 
and charges, and 

2) Applies the interest charge from the date that rates and charges become overdue.
CARRIED 6 / 0

12.15 2026 Budget - Revenue Statement

12.15   2026 Budget - Revenue Statement

Adoption of the 2025/26 Revenue Statement.

Res-2025-06-159
Moved: Cr Dale Bignell | Seconded: Cr Leonie Nunn
That Council, pursuant to section 169(2)(b) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, 
adopts the 2025/26 Revenue Statement as tabled for inclusion in the 2025/26 Budget.

CARRIED 6 / 0

12.16 2026 Budget - Register of Commercial and Regulatory Fees 2025/26

12.16   2026 Budget - Register of Commercial and Regulatory Fees 
2025/26

Adoption of the 2025/26 Fees and Charges.

Res-2025-06-160
Moved: Cr Nikki Gay | Seconded: Cr Leonie Nunn
That Council, pursuant to section 97, 98 and 262 of the Local Government Act 2009, 
adopts the Schedule of Fees and Charges for the financial year ending 30 June 2026.

CARRIED 6 / 0

12.17 2026 Budget - Statement of Estimated Financial Position

12.17   2026 Budget - Statement of Estimated Financial Position

Consideration of Statement of Estimated Financial Position.

Res-2025-06-161
Moved: Cr Nikki Gay | Seconded: Cr Tony Emslie
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That Council receives, pursuant to section 205 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, 
the statement of the estimated financial operations and financial position of the Council in 
respect of the 2024/2025 financial year.  

CARRIED 6 / 0

12.18 2026 Budget - Adoption of the 2025/26 Budget and Long-Term Financial Forecast

12.18   2026 Budget - Adoption of the 2025/26 Budget and Long-
Term Financial Forecast

Adoption of the budget for the 2025/26 financial year.

Res-2025-06-162
Moved: Cr Nikki Gay | Seconded: Cr Leonie Nunn
That Council adopt in accordance with sections 169 and 170 of the Local Government 
Regulation 2012, the Budget for the 2025/26 financial year and the Long-Term Financial 
Forecast as contained in the attached document titled 2025/26 Budget and set out in the 
pages contained therein the:

1. Statement of Income and Expenditure;
2. Statement of Financial Position;
3. Statement of Cash Flows;
4. Statement of Changes in Equity;
5. Long-Term Financial Forecast;
6. Measures of Financial Sustainability; and,
7. Total Value of the Change in Rates and Utility Charges.

CARRIED 4 / 2
Cr Bignell and Cr Emslie each requested that their vote against be minuted.

12.19 Audit and Risk Committee Meeting - 28 May 2025

12.19   Audit and Risk Committee Meeting - 28 May 2025
Consideration of the report on matters reviewed at the Audit and Risk Committee meeting 
held on 28 May 2025.

Res-2025-06-163
Moved: Cr Andrew Watts | Seconded: Cr Dale Bignell
That Council receives the report of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 28 May 
2025.

CARRIED 6 / 0

12.20 Information Report - Finance

12.20   Information Report - Finance
This report provides an update on a range of activities that occurred during the month for 
the Financial Services Directorate.

Res-2025-06-164
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Moved: Cr Leonie Nunn | Seconded: Cr Dale Bignell
That Council receives the Finance Information Report, as presented.

CARRIED 6 / 0

12.21 Chief Financial Officer's Report

12.21   Chief Financial Officer's Report
Consideration of the financial statements for the period ending 31 May 2025:

Res-2025-06-165
Moved: Cr Dale Bignell | Seconded: Cr Nikki Gay
That Council receives the Chief Financial Officer’s Report for the period ending 31 May 
2025, as presented.

CARRIED 6 / 0

13 Communities Report
13.1 Community Donation - Individual

13.1   Community Donation - Individual

Considerations of applications received for the month of May in accordance with the 
Community Donation Policy 11.06.

Res-2025-06-166
Moved: Cr Andrew Watts | Seconded: Cr Nikki Gay
That Council endorses the allocation of funds from the Community Donations Program, in 
accordance with the Community Donations Policy No. 11.6, as follows:

Organisation/ 
Individual

Event/Project 
Activity

Event Date Grant 
Approved

Archie Neuendorf North West Rugby 
League State 

Championships

29/06 – 03/07 $350

James Walker North West Rugby 
League State 

Championships

29/06 – 03/07 $350

Archie Geiger North West Rugby 
League State 

Championships

29/06 – 03/07 $350

Nate Fuller North West Rugby 
League State 

Championships

29/06 – 03/07 $350

James Walker North West Cross 
Country State 

Championships

18/07 – 20/07 $350
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Max Bruggemann North West Cross 
Country State 

Championships

18/07 – 20/07 $350

Leyton Suter North West Cross 
Country State 

Championships

18/07 – 20/07 $350

Xander Flanagan North West Cross 
Country State 

Championships

18/07 – 20/07 $350

Jaylie Miller North West Touch 
Football State 
Championships

12/06 – 15/06 $350

Lily Worland North West Touch 
Football State 
Championships

12/06 – 15/06 $350

Maggie Geiger North West Touch 
Football State 
Championships

12/06 – 18/05 $350

Nate Fuller North West Touch 
Football Trials

08/06 – 09/06 $350

Layla Williamson North West Netball 
State Championships

14/05 – 17/05 $350

Rhys Faehr North West Soccer 
State Championships

27/04 – 30/04 $350

Jaylie Miller Central West Touch 
Football Trials

22/04 – 23/04 $350

Nate Fuller Central West Rugby 
League Trials

08/05 – 09/05 $350

TOTAL $5,600
CARRIED 6 / 0

13.2 Community Donations - Ilfracombe Clay Target Club

13.2   Community Donations - Ilfracombe Clay Target Club

Consideration of Community Donations applications received in May in accordance with the 
Community Donations Policy No. 11.06.

Res-2025-06-167
Moved: Cr Andrew Watts | Seconded: Cr Dale Bignell
That Council approves the following allocation of funds from the Community Donations 
Program in accordance with the Community Donations Policy No. 11.06;

Organisation / Name Event / Activity Grant Requested Grant Approved
Ilfracombe Clay Target 

Club
Annual Carnival Financial $1062.91

In- kind $180
Financial $1,062.91

In- kind $180
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TOTAL $1242.91 TOTAL $1,242.91

CARRIED 6 / 0

13.3 Community Donations - Yaraka Gymkhana Association Inc

13.3   Community Donations - Yaraka Gymkhana Association Inc

Consideration of Community Donations applications received in June in accordance with 
the Community Donations Policy No. 11.06.

Res-2025-06-168
Moved: Cr Nikki Gay | Seconded: Cr Leonie Nunn
That Council approves the following allocation of funds from the Community Donations 
Program in accordance with the Community Donations Policy No. 11.06;

Organisation / Name Event / Activity Grant Requested Grant Approved
Yaraka Gymkhana 

Association Inc. 
Yaraka Horse & 
Bike Gymkhana

Financial $5000
In- kind $0

Financial $5,000
In- kind $0

TOTAL $5000 TOTAL $5,000

CARRIED 6 / 0

13.4 Sponsorship - Dirty Feet Dance Festival

13.4   Sponsorship - Dirty Feet Dance Festival

Consideration of sponsorship applications received in May in accordance with the Council’s 
Sponsorship Policy No. 11.07.
 
Res-2025-06-169
Moved: Cr Nikki Gay | Seconded: Cr Leonie Nunn
That Council approves the allocation of funds from the 2024/2025 Sponsorship budget, as 
contained in the following table, in accordance with the Sponsorship Policy No 11.07:

Organisation / Name Event / Activity Event Date Grant Approved
Branches Performing Arts Dirty Feet Dance 

Festival
8 – 13 July Financial $1,400.00

In- kind $7,200.00
TOTAL $8,600.00

CARRIED 6 / 0

13.5 Sponsorship - Ilfracombe Picnic Race Club

13.5   Sponsorship - Ilfracombe Picnic Race Club

Consideration of sponsorship applications received in June in accordance with the Council’s 
Sponsorship Policy No. 11.07.
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Res-2025-06-170
Moved: Cr Nikki Gay | Seconded: Cr Dale Bignell
That Council approves the allocation of funds from the 2024/2025 Sponsorship budget, as 
contained in the following table, in accordance with the Sponsorship Policy No 11.07:

Organisation / Name Event / Activity Event Date Grant Approved
Ilfracombe Picnic Race 

Club Inc.
Willowie Cup 

Race Day
12/07/2025 Financial $6,000.00

In- kind $0
TOTAL $6,000.00

CARRIED 6 / 0

13.6 Child Care Policy for yearly review

13.6   Child Care Policy for yearly review

Consideration of adoption of updated Child Care Policies.

Res-2025-06-171
Moved: Cr Andrew Watts | Seconded: Cr Dale Bignell
That Council adopts the following Child Care policies, as presented: 

• 12-04 Delivery of Children to and from ECEC Service Policy;
• 12-05 Child Protection Policy;
• 12-06 Safe Arrival of Children Policy;
• 12-08 Sleep and Rest Policy;
• 12.02 Medical Conditions Policy;
• 12.03 Safe Transportation Policy; and,
• 12.07 Payment of Fees Policy.

CARRIED 6 / 0

13.7 New Child Care Policies

13.7   New Child Care Policies

Consideration of adoption of new Child Care Policies.

Res-2025-06-172
Moved: Cr Tony Emslie | Seconded: Cr Dale Bignell
That Council adopts the below Child Care policies, as presented: 
12.10 Child Safe Environment Policy; and,
12.12 Nappy Change and Toileting Policy.

CARRIED 6 / 0

13.8 Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) Advisory Committee Meeting and Recommendations

13.8   Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) Advisory 
Committee Meeting and Recommendations
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Consideration of the minutes and recommendations of the Regional Arts Development 
Fund (RADF) Committee meeting held on Monday 9 June 2025.

Attendance
Cr Andrew Watts left the meeting at 3:03 pm.

Attendance
Cr Tony Emslie left the meeting at 3:04 pm.

Attendance
Brett Walsh left the meeting at 3:05pm.

Res-2025-06-173
Moved: Cr Leonie Nunn | Seconded: Cr Dale Bignell
That Council: 

1) receives the Minutes of the Regional Arts Development Fund Committee held on 
Monday 9th June 2025;

2) approves the application by the ‘Noosa Film Festival’ for the Youth acting for screen 
and screen production Workshop to the value of $5998.00; 

3) approves the application by the ‘Longreach Arts & Cultural Association’ for the 
Beginners pastel drawing Workshop to the value of $3317.00; 

4) approves the application by the ‘Yaraka Sports & Progress Association’ for the 
Furniture Restoration Workshop to the value of $4150.00; and,

5) approves the application for the underspend by ‘Selectability’ for a Seniors 
Community Art Workshop to the value of $410.49.

CARRIED 4 / 0

Attendance
Cr Tony Emslie, Cr Andrew Watts, and Brett Walsh returned to the meeting at 3:10 pm.

The meeting adjourned for afternoon tea at 3:10pm and resumed at 3:18pm with all those 
present prior to the adjournment in attendance.

13.9 Information Report Communities

13.9   Information Report Communities

This report provides an update on the range of activities that have occurred during the 
month for the Community Services Directorate.

Res-2025-06-174
Moved: Cr Leonie Nunn | Seconded: Cr Dale Bignell
That Council receives the Communities Information Report, as presented.

CARRIED 6 / 0

13.10 Project Management Update

13.10   Project Management Update
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Receive the project management update for the month of April 2025.

Res-2025-06-175
Moved: Cr Tony Emslie | Seconded: Cr Dale Bignell
That Council receives the Project Management Update Report, as presented.

CARRIED 6 / 0

13.11 Director of Communities Report

13.11   Director of Communities Report

This report provides an update on the activities that have occurred over the previous 
month for the Director of Communities.

Res-2025-06-176
Moved: Cr Andrew Watts | Seconded: Cr Nikki Gay
That Council receives the Director of Communities Report, as presented.

CARRIED 6 / 0

14 Works Report
14.1 Motor Vehicle Policy Review

14.1   Motor Vehicle Policy Review

Consideration of the Motor Vehicle Policy No. 4.4, which has undergone its biennial review.

Procedural Motion
Res-2025-06-184
Moved: Cr Nikki Gay
That the item lie on the table.

CARRIED 6 / 0

Attendance
Cr Tony Rayner left the meeting at 4:16 pm.

The Deputy Mayor, Cr Leonie Nunn, assumed the Chair at 4:16pm.

14.2 Information Report - Works

14.2   Information Report - Works

This report provides an update on the range of activities that have occurred during the 
month of May 2025 for the Works Directorate.

Res-2025-06-178
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Moved: Cr Tony Emslie | Seconded: Cr Dale Bignell
That Council receives the Works Information Report, as presented.

CARRIED 5 / 0

14.3 Director of Works Report

14.3   Director of Works Report

This report provides an update on the activities that have occurred over the previous 
month for the Director of Works.

Res-2025-06-179
Moved: Cr Nikki Gay | Seconded: Cr Andrew Watts
That Council receives the Director of Works Report, as presented.

CARRIED 5 / 0

15 Late Items
Nil for this meeting.

16 Closed Matters

Res-2025-06-180
Moved: Cr Tony Emslie | Seconded: Cr Dale Bignell
That pursuant to section 254J(1) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 the meeting be 
closed at 4:43pm to discuss the following matters, which are considered confidential for the 
reasons indicated:

16.1   Proposed Sale of Lot 2 on SP159868
This report is considered confidential in accordance with section 254J(3) (g) of the Local 
Government Regulation 2012, as it contains information relating to negotiations relating to a 
commercial matter involving the local government for which a public discussion would be 
likely to prejudice the interests of the local government.

CARRIED 5 / 0

Res-2025-06-181
Moved: Cr Tony Emslie Seconded: Cr Nikki Gay
That Council move out of closed session at 4:49pm, to vote on item 16.1 Proposed sale of 
Lot 2 on SP159868.

CARRIED 5 / 0

16.1 Proposed sale of Lot 2 on SP159868

16.1   Proposed sale of Lot 2 on SP159868
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Res-2025-06-182
Moved: Cr Andrew Watts | Seconded: Cr Nikki Gay
That Council, pursuant to Section 227 of the Local Government Regulation 2012: 
1. Approves the sale of Lot 2 on SP159868 via public auction; and, 
2. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to take all steps necessary to administer, 

negotiate, and execute the sale. 
CARRIED 5 / 0

17 Closure of Meeting

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 4:52pm.

Minutes Certificate

These minutes are unconfirmed

_____________________________________

 
 
 
_____________________________________

Cr AJ Rayner
Mayor

Brett Walsh
Chief Executive Officer
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